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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 
January 16, 2003 

Dear lllll :
Pursuant to section 306(c)(2) of the 

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 
104–114), (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine 
and report to the Congress that suspension 
for 6 months beyond February 1, 2003, of 
the right to bring an action under title III 
of the Act is necessary to the national inter-
ests of the United States and will expedite 
a transition to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard 
G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, 
Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations; Ted Stevens, chairman, 
and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate 
Committee on Appropriations; Henry J. 
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking 
member, House Committee on International 
Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, 
and David R. Obey, ranking member, House 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Remarks After Visiting Wounded Soldiers at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center
January 17, 2003 

I want to thank the General for—for his 
hospitality at this remarkable facility, which 
is full of healers and compassionate people, 
people who are trained with the very best 
of skills to take care of people who have 
been injured badly. 

Laura and I have just met with five in-
credibly brave soldiers, five of America’s 
finest citizens, who have been severely in-
jured in the line of duty. We had a chance 
to tell them how much we appreciated 
their service to America, how much we ap-
preciated their loved ones. And we had a 
chance to see—some wives and a couple 
of moms who are anxious about—about the 
fate of the—of their child. And I had a 
chance to tell both soldier and loved one 
alike that their service to their country was 

noble and strong and good. And I appre-
ciate that very much. 

Having been here and seeing the care 
that these troops get is comforting for me 
and Laura. We are—should and must pro-
vide the best care for anybody who is will-
ing to put their life in harm’s way. And 
I can report to the American people that 
these five soldiers, badly injured in the line 
of service, are getting the best possible 
care. And our Government is providing it 
to them. 

I want to thank you all. Have a great 
weekend, and we’ll see you next week. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in 
the second floor lobby. In his remarks, he 
referred to Maj. Gen. Kevin Kiley, USA, 
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commanding general, North Atlantic Re-
gional Medical Command and Walter Reed. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-

leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks.

The President’s Radio Address 
January 18, 2003 

Good morning. In the coming weeks, the 
House and Senate will consider my pro-
posals to speed up economic growth and 
generate new jobs for American workers. 
Part of that plan is designed to help Amer-
ica’s small businesses, in particular, which 
create millions of jobs each year and ac-
count for about half the Nation’s economic 
output.

Small-business owners represent the en-
terprise of the whole Nation and the di-
verse talents of our people. Nearly 40 per-
cent of small firms are owned by women. 
Close to 15 percent of America’s small- 
business owners come from minority 
groups, and the trend of minority owner-
ship is accelerating. These minority-owned 
firms, more than 3 million strong, provide 
opportunities and give life to local econo-
mies across America. 

To help small business, Government 
should not try to manage the economy from 
Washington. Government’s role is to create 
an environment in which employers suc-
ceed and hire new people. 

My jobs-and-growth plan will help in sev-
eral specific ways. I am proposing tax relief 
for everyone who pays Federal income 
taxes. Two years ago, Congress approved 
income-tax reductions that will not go into 
full effect until 2006. My plan would make 
these reductions effective immediately, to 
boost the economy in the short term and 
help insure long-term growth. If tax relief 
is good enough for Americans 3 years from 
now, it is even more necessary today, when 
our recovery is not as strong as it should 
be.

Small businesses stand to gain a great 
deal from this measure. After all, more than 
two-thirds of taxpayers who pay the highest 
marginal tax rates are small-business owners 
who include their profits when they file 
their individual tax returns with the IRS. 
All together, the tax relief I propose will 
give 23 million small-business owners an 
average tax cut of $2,042 this year. And 
I’m asking Congress to make those reduc-
tions permanent, so that America’s entre-
preneurs can plan for the future, add more 
employees, and invest in our economy. 

I will also ask Congress to raise the 
amount of money small businesses can de-
duct from their taxes for investment in new 
equipment, such as machinery and com-
puters. Right now, the maximum deduction 
is $25,000. We should triple that amount 
to $75,000 and adjust it for inflation. This 
reform would give small businesses a fur-
ther incentive to make the investments on 
which our economy depends. 

Our commitment to small businesses will 
take other forms as well. We will streamline 
business regulations and make sure that the 
concerns of small businesses are heard in 
Washington.

I’m also urging Congress to enact legal 
reform to curtail the frivolous lawsuits that 
impose unfair costs on businesses and their 
customers. And I will continue to seek a 
permanent end to the death tax, so that 
America’s small-business owners can pass 
along their life’s work to the next genera-
tion.

America’s economy can thrive only when 
our small businesses thrive. My growth- 
and-jobs proposal will encourage America’s 
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